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Congratulatory Address

Minister and Consul-General at the Embassy of Japan in the UK Mr.Kaoru Magosaki
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Dear Students, ladies and gentlemen,
It is a great honour to come back here to celebrate the graduation today.

| am not a Rikkyo Alumni, but, having studied at a boarding school in Japan, |
feel that | share a few things with you. Of course, each school is different. |
used to complain that the only thing about my school that had come from
England was the modest quality of the canteen, which | believe isn’'t the case
here. However, there are things in common, among which is the appreciation
about the unique opportunities that a boarding school offers.

In a boarding school, we spend more time with our classmates than in other
schools. You would appreciate, in future, if not now, how privileged the extra
time you spent with your friends proves to be, but you might have found some
of your classmates not quite agreeable. | did.

If we came to school from home, we would enjoy seclusion from such a
classmate after school. In a boarding school, there is no such luxury. We have
to live with each other. Denying that will only make our lives harder.

Such a feeling comes back from time to time after graduation. In fact, when |
worked at the United Nations, before coming to London, | felt it was a bit like the
boarding school. All one hundred and ninety-three member states have many
things in common, but they are different from each other. And, there are bound
to be some member states with whom you do not see eye-to-eye. There will
always be member states who does not share our agenda, or worse, who are
jealous or jealous or hostile.

These members will not go away -- until we have no countries, which is
unfortunately so hard, and simply unimaginable. We have to live with others.
We have to recognise others. And, we have to respect others as equal
members. Even if we do not actually like them.

Some of you might pursue the career at the Foreign Service or the United
Nations to experience this for yourself. But the United Nations is not another
world. From time to time, you will feel that the minimum respect you pay to your
classmates, whether you love them or not, has prepared you to be a
responsible member of the society.

| know you can be successful in many other areas as well. But whatever you
achieve in future, what the teachers and staff gave you, and what you shared
your friends will always help you.

Congratulations
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Thank you so much to the kitchen staff, office staff, and cleaning ladies.
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There is no doubt that [ made a determined effort to do this graduation speech. In order to do a good speech, |
achieved 100 KG in the bench press. This is because | have a prejudice of a person who can make a good speach
should have a great body. Therefore, | worked hard in weight training. On the other hand, please keep a secret that I put
on weight roughly 10 Kg. Some might think that it is not a great body, but it doesn't matter.

I’ ve spent my life of being at Rikkyo school for the past seven years and I have had a lot of wonderful experiences.
Today I want to talk about this in my mother tongue, sorry! Today I’ m going to talk about Bll41& Bt
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The reason why [ am able to think like this is because of the time in this Rikkyo
school.

Therefore, I would like to take a moment to express my gratitude to the domestic
staff, maintenance team,administrative staff, kitchen staff, and English teachers.
Thank you everyone, thank you for everything.
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Term 3 marked the launch of Rikkyo School's new 6-week Pre-University Immersion Programme, which ran from Monday, 13th
January to Friday, 21st February. Designed to support the transition from high school to university, the programme provided a
small group of High School 3 students with an invaluable opportunity to develop essential academic, research, personal, and life
skills. By combining classroom learning with excursions and interactive workshops, the programme aimed to create a holistic and
engaging learning experience.

We were also joined by a visiting student from Koran High School, Tokyo, who contributed to discussions and activities, further
enriching the group dynamic.

The course was structured around themed focuses during the first four weeks:

o Week 1: Natural Sciences o Week 3: The Legal and Justice System
o \Wegk 2: British Literature o Week 4: Creativity and Innovation

Throughout these weeks, students were encouraged to deeply engage with the subject matter, immersing themselves in an
English-speaking environment while making meaningful connections between theoretical knowledge and real-world applications.
The programme featured a variety of enriching experiences, including a seminar on Human Rights delivered by David Walbank KC,
where students explored real-life cases where these rights were not upheld. In literature, students attended a production of Bram
Stoker's Dracula’in Worthing, enhancing their understanding of British literary traditions. Two research workshops at the British
Library allowed students to develop their academic inquiry skills while exploring exhibitions on the Windrush Generation and the
Silk Road. Additionally, Melanie Brown, the school’s lead first-aider, led two First Aid sessions, equipping students with crucial
life-saving skills and hands on experience using a portable defibrillator. The programme also incorporated various cooking
activities, culminating in an engaging Come Dine with Me event that fostered teamwork, budget awareness and creativity.

In the final two weeks, students undertook independent research projects on topics of personal interest. With teacher guidance,
they refined their research questions, explored data collection methods, and presented their findings in diverse formats, including
laboratory demonstrations, multimedia productions, and slideshow presentations.

The students demonstrated exceptional motivation, enthusiasm, and curiosity throughout the programme. Friendships deepened,
and English became the natural medium of expression and engagement. As these students prepare for their university studies, we
wish them the very best and thank them for their dedication and active participation in this inaugural programme.

Ms Jenni Foley and Ms Sharon Mairs
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Ms.Alison Sutton (Music)

Mr Barry Sutton (Music)

Mr Mike Hopwood (EC)

Ms Roksana Malkiewicz (EC)
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