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Dreaming of an extraordinary |

education***

I joined Rikkyo school, just over a month ago,
having been appointed as the UK trained
Director of Curriculum Development (and also
as Head of English overseeing the
Japanese-English and English-Communication
departments). In this capacity, I have begun the
exciting and challenging process of imagining
and leading the development of a new
curriculum. This new curriculum will address
the enduring challenge of how to cultivate the
best possible learning for our students whilst
not only meeting the challenging requirements
and changing conditions of both the English and
Japanese milieu but also of the rapidly changing
global context into which our young global
citizens will continue their life journeys.

After all, our dream, our vision as educators,
and life-long learners, is to prepare our students
to launch themselves towards their dreams.
Our role, at Rikkyo School in England, is surely
to create and support a community of bilingual
and bi-cultural global citizens (teachers as well
as students). Here and now, we are in a unique
position to do this. At such an extraordinary
school, students have the opportunity of
becoming fluent in two languages and two
cultures, not necessarily to produce exam
mastery and text-book ‘fluency’, but to develop
real-life fluency in two languages and cultures.

Director of Curriculum Development
Jennifer Foley

This really is a rather extraordinary educational
opportunity, but in saying this, it is anything but
an easy thing to do.

The current Japanese English and English
Communication departments are in a unique
position, I believe, ready to be woven together
to create a new Rikkyo Bilingual (English and
Japanese)and Bicultural Language and
Literature course. Building on the existing
traditions of the Japanese English department
our ambition is to produce world-class
outcomes that prepare students for a changing
global world.

We will continue to meet the standards required
for Japanese curriculum and for Rikkyo
University entrance.

However, our new Rikkyo course (hand in hand
in with the whole school and Boarding Houses)
will honour and therefore pay greater attention
to real-life English language, literature and
resources across various disciplines taught at
Rikkyo. It will emphasise native/natural
proficiency, functional English competencies
and an appreciation of both English and
Japanese literature. It will work towards
bilingual and bi-cultural fluency; and, it will

reflect the English National Curriculum
assessment objectives and outcomes
(something it hasn’t done to date) providing
an exciting, challenging and enriching
curriculum.

Just as importantly, we will foster cognitive
and metacognitive skills and independent,
self-directed learning, all necessary for
life-long learning. Such skills include
enquiry, creative and critical thinking,
collaboration, resilience, problem solving, as
well as a values education... By
incorporating the best of Japanese and
English teaching practices students will gain
a wide and deep appreciation of British and
Japanese language, culture and values. All of
this is in keeping with the School’s founding
statement which aimed to develop mutual
friendship and understanding of our two
nations: Japan and Great Britain.




> Hello

I attended your school community event on 3rd May
with some friends and would like to say what a
pleasurable and informative time we had.

Your pupils were really attentive, informative, keen and
polite. They looked after us very well and are a credit to
their parents and your school.

We are looking forward to attending the same event next
year and would be interested in being a host family next
May.

Please could you pass on my thanks to everyone
involved, particularly our personal hosts named below.

Kind regards,

J.S.
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Good Morning,

Just a brief note to thank you all for your hospitality
yesterday.

I enjoyed both the practical involvement and the
demonstrations and I would ask that you pass my
thanks on to my two guides, Kanato Shirosaki and
Rihito Iwasaki who made me welcome and seamlessly
led me through the different parts of the event. |
would also like to thank the outgoing and cheerful
Nana Kawakatsu for her patience with my attempts at
origami, and the young Gota Takaichi for his expert
demonstration of “the broom”.

I hope to come again next year.
Kind regards

G.H.

»Ohayou Gozaimas.

Thank you for a wonderful evening at your school, *-.. it
was very impressive!

Your students were extremely good demonstrating their
crafts **+. And all were well dressed and well mannered
-+, Lovely to talk to .

It bought back fond memories for me -** in the late
1980’ s *** my husband commissioned 3 container ships
to be built in Nagasaki ---.. I was able to travel with him
and visited many places from Hokkaido , Fuji, Osaka ,
Tokyo and down to Nagasaki .. where I was fortunate
enough to launch the final ship in 1990!

My memories of your wonderful country and your
cultures --. Contrasting to the busy streets of Tokyo
are something I will hold dear all my life .

Your open day -**. Reminded me again of how lucky I
was to see so much of Japan .

Arigato

RP
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