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Address

from Mr. SONOBE Keniji,

Counsellor and Consul, Embassy of Japan in the United Kingdom

Good morning.
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my great honour and privilege to join you here today as we mark
the fiftieth anniversary of the founding of RIKKYO School in England.
And to share with you all today, a very deep sense of sadness following
the tragic passing of the former Prime Minister of Japan, Mr. Abe Shinzo
yesterday. May his soul rest in peace.

The Analects of Confucius have been part of the Japanese way of life
for a very long time. According to Confucius, reaching the age of fifty isa
major juncture in life, as it is at that age that one comes to know the will
of heaven. RIKKYO School in England, founded in 1972 with 19 students
at Primary level, reaches its fiftieth anniversary this year, a major
milestone in the history of the school.

Let us now look back to 1972 and see what was happening in the United
Kingdom, in Japan, and around the world.

In 1972, Pound Sterling switched to the floating exchange rate system.
The Conservative government, under Prime Minister Ted Heath, signed an
agreement to join the European Economic Community, a decision we
very much feel the historical significance of today, as we're living in the
post-BREXIT era.

The first Summit of the Leading Industrialized Nations, commonly
known as the G7, of which both the UK and Japan are members, was not
held until one year later in 1973 and we had to wait a further 3 years
until the conclusion of the ceasefire agreement to end the Vietnam War.

Prime Minister Boris Johnson was only eight years old, and I doubt
whether little Boris could ever have imagined the position he would be in
today.

On the other hand, while Japan was experiencing rapid economic growth
in the early 1970s, 1972 was a turning point in Japanese postwar political
history, with the reversion of Okinawa to Japan and the normalization of
diplomatic relations between Japan and China, Japan was becoming a
major player in international politics.

Whilst in 1972, Japan and the UK had already experienced almost 100
years of bilateral relations, we should bear in mind, that this was just 27
years after the end of the Second World War, with still vivid memories
of war and animosity toward Japan.

I do therefore admire the decision of the founders all the more, as it
must have taken tremendous courage and firm resolve, in addition to their
passion and foresight, to found this School with the ambition of educating
the next generation, ready to play their role in the international arena,
and to help Japan build towards its future.

T can imagine that the founders faced many hardships in the run up to
the founding of the school, despite their tremendous efforts. Considering
that the school has produced many graduates who made significant
contributions to their respective fields, both in Japan and around the
world..... I think all those here today, and all those who have contributed
to the development of the school, will agree that the decision made to
found this school 50 years ago proved to be a most excellent one.
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from Mr. SONOBE Keniji,

Counsellor and Consul, Embassy of Japan in the United Kingdom

On this commemorative occasion, I would like to express my sincere
appreciation to all those connected with the school, and to the local
community that welcomed the School and its students, extended a helping
hand and watched them grow. Above all else, I have a growing feeling that
the founding of the School was only possible in this place, the UK having a
long history of folerance, cultural diversity and friendship towards
international students. Thank you.

Now, I would like to say a few words to the students.

Please do not forget, that each one of you have been granted a
wonderful opportunity to study at this fantastic institution thanks to
your family, teachers and many others.

With so many challenging issues in the foreseeable future, nobody can
deny that each one of you will be living through a very difficult period in
the years to come, wherever you are in the world. Changes will come
quickly and in unprecedented ways. You will live in a world where nothing
will be certain and you can take nothing for granted. However, it is
exactly these challenges that should make you excited for what the
future holds.

What you will need in these circumstances is integrity as a human being
as well as pride and self-awareness of being Japanese, with the noble
spirit, courage and resolve of the founders passed down from generation
to generation. Please enjoy every moment of your life here, and make the
most of every opportunity to fulfil your potential.

T would like to conclude my speech by mentioning one way of referring to
the number 50 in English.

You may agree with me that the number 50 (five zero) is usually
pronounced “fifty". However, in the UK and other Commonwealth nations,
it is commonly referred to with pride and a sense of achievement as
a"Half Century”. Yes, in the world of cricket.

A cricketer feels pride and joy when reaching a"Half Century”. But we
should not forget that a"Half Century” cannot be achieved on your own, no
matter how good one's batting technique and ability. The Partnership
between two cricketers is crucially important when batting. Reaching a
"Half Century”is an achievement in itself, but is also one step tfowards the
greater achievement of a "Century”, and beyond.

T have no doubt that the"Half Century“reached by RIKKYO School this
year is just one step along the path to achieving a"Century” here in
England, in the home of cricket. We should not forget, however, that
RIKKYO School needed to be part of a great partnership to achieve this,
and I firmly believe that Japan and the UK are the best partnership ever
to achieve this tremendous “"Half Century“and the best possible partners
to play on to reach a 'Century’ in the years to come.

It is my great honour, therefore, to reaffirm, and to share this sense of
pride and joy with you all here today, as we mark fifty years of RIKKYO
School in England.

Thank you.
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