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Graduates
Speech
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High School 3
Graduate Speech

Good morning and good afternoon. | am Taisuke
Uno and | like to first talk in English or I'd rather
say american so please note that it is too casual.
and then Later in Japanese.

| was always keen on taking this place, speaking
in-front of fellow students like the elderly
graduates did.

However, when | first received an invitation of
having this role, | actually denied it just out of my
mind.

Even though | was so looking up to having this
opportunity, | felt very anxious about doing it in
this whole thing remotely. | didn’t know if | would
be able to survive this with the silence and the
possible network problem.

But | am sure this is going to be a great speech
because | am doing it and | have waited so long to
do this.

so please don't scroll your instagram.

Having said about social media, | guess many of
you are checking yours right now, we are in this
generation where information(terminology) is key
to everything. Wherever you go, you need a
device to keep a track of. But this school we went
was completely opposite and had this
anti-modernism! As many of the students call this
school a “PRISON”, all our desperate desire is
kept till the end of the term and when something
goes viral out there, by the time it comes in, it's
over a year later. So some students were so
frustrated that there was a filthy battle every week
going on whether to go to Cranleigh for the free
wifi you can get at Sainsbury’s. | remember hiding
from Mr.Makoto who was hunting for “wifi kids".
Without having the internet, what really had
students attention was when someone gets
caught for breaking school law and gets a
punishment. Or someone dating which | know
nothing about, and goes viral in a day all over the
school just like twitter. | don't know why but
somehow it goes to the teachers. Especially
Mrs.Sharp always knew. She must be
interrogating some of the students or have a
secret network.

From the school where there seems to be not much freedom,
Surprisingly there's too much to tell about all the numerous
memories we’ve made including all the football matches we did
on muddy pitches where there is a secret goalkeeper that never
appears. But This is Rikkyo. The only and the best thing. If you
go to other high schools out there, | bet you won’t be able to
encounter and build up this sort of close, life long friends and the
spirit to enjoy from nothing.

That is why I love this school. As many of the graduates leave
this school saying that the friends from this school are like a
family. When | first heard about that from a graduate, maybe
because of the specific person, well | first thought “gross”. Like |
only need one family. But as you get closer to leaving this school
| kind of started to understand it. All the days we were stuck in
these small dormitories doing random things was special.

As | am stepping up to the next step, | am sure all of the
graduates will be able to succeed in enjoying their life. | am really
looking forward to you guys because | really need someone to
take me to the NBA finals someday.

| have this favourite quote | want to share by Frederich Nietzche,
“That which does not kill us makes us stronger” which | think
many of you have heard of, is By far the most realistic, effective
quote | have ever found that will enlighten peoples way of living.
and i thought this would be especially perfect to share to the
students as we are the #social media generation, where we are
able to reach out to almost anything.

Recently, when | was thinking over how | ended up not regretting
my school life, | have noticed that there are so many interesting
and obsessive things out there that we just don't know, What |
want to say is to try and experience as much as you can, be
curious to anything and don’t be afraid of failure and what it
might lead to because for most of the things out there is no dead
end as far as | know so keep in mind that failure is not a bad
thing to do.

To conclude,

There is one more thing that made this school life stunning and
incredible.

And that is to all the teachers and staff and especially our
parents of course in this COVID situation for making things
impossible to possible. Thank you.

And last but not least, all of the Rikkyo students for making the
campus so loud and awesome.
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Rikkyo School in England
- Art Exhibition 2020/21

Introducing a slide show of the lesson report of Mrs Batchelor, who is in charge of ART
at our school, and the works of the students

Work in this exhibition was created by students of Rikkyo school during their school art lessons
in the Autumn term 2020 and also in their remote art lessons during Spring 2021. The
over-arching theme for the Autumn term was “Trees” and students explored this theme looking
at the work of artists such as David Hockney. Students worked to develop their understanding
of warm/cool colour contrasts, aerial perspective and colour mixing.

During the Spring term, students worked remotely with weekly lessons set online. The younger
students studied Pop Art food, looking at the work of American artist Wayne Thiebaud, Tom
Wesselmann’s vibrant collages and contemporary artist Hiroshi Mori. Students in M2 studied
Jasper Johns whilst M3 students focused on improving their observational drawing skills with
close-up studies of everyday objects. In the higher years, H1 students delved into artists’ use of
the skull as a motif and H2 reflected the experience of many people during lockdown with their
project based on the view through their window. | have included the work of as many students
as possible in this virtual exhibition to celebrate their achievements and commitment to
creativity during this extraordinary year.
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Dialogue session with Google engineers
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