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Christmas
Viessage
from
Headmaster

This has been a particularly challenging year for Rikkyo School, and also for the whole world. At the start of 2020 who would have
imagined that life would have changed so radically for everyone.

The first term from January to March passed relatively smoothly. The students managed to play a number of sports fixtures with
other schools and enjoyed a trip to London in February.

Another new venture for Rikkyo School was a joint drama project with students from the Royal Grammar School in Guildford with
superb performances of ‘Alice’ taking place in February.

Four H3 students spent a term at Collyer’s College in Horsham, staying with local families, giving them the opportunity to enhance
their English language skills and gain in-depth knowledge of the UK education system. And the homestay week in March was able
to go ahead with 27 students staying with host families in the local area.

The Graduation Ceremony in March was scaled down and broadcast to parents and senior students who were unable to attend this
year due to the Coronavirus pandemic.

Following the nationwide lockdown at the end of March and closure of UK schools due to the pandemic, Rikkyo School moved to
online classes and remote learning for all the students. This was a new challenge for us, especially given the time difference
between the UK and Japan. However, with new technology in place, we managed to continue teaching the students remotely until
we were able to re-open the doors in September.

During the lockdown, our students took the initiative to engage in various activities from their homes, such as web online concerts,
presentations about their contribution to the communities and self-introductions for our 56 new students. We all feel our big Rikkyo
family, although we cannot actually engage face-to-face.

The relationship between Rikkyo and Collyer’s College grows stronger during this difficult time. The research project about UK and
Japan diet issues has been explored. The new Tanzania Project Phase 2 which helps Tanzanian women to establish their business
has been discussed and in Phase 2 the involvement of our UK and Japan senior generations has been explored.

Engaging with local people is very important aspect for our school. The school lent its 400M track facilities to the British young elite
athletes to train during the summer. We heard that some of them made very good progress at a recent international competition. We
hope some of them will attend next year’s Tokyo Olympics and show their excellence in the field. The School has also been working
with the local community regarding the issue of the proposed Loxwood Clay Pit Excavation to help preserve this area of natural
beauty.

It was good to see that the majority of students returned to Rikkyo in September. However, school life this term has been very
different and the challenges have continued with teaching and boarding in bubble groups, Zoom meetings, reduced student
activities, testing and self-isolation. Thankfully, we were able to keep all our students and staff safe from infection.

| know that many of you will have missed the annual Open Day and Christmas concert which sadly we have been unable to hold this
year. A

Web Open Day was organised by our students union. They decided on “Future for our Society” as their Open Day message to the
public. Each class chose their topics, such as After Covid-19, Racial Discrimination, Environmental Pollution and Loxwood Clay Pit
Excavation. These messages have been shown on our school HP.

During lockdown we have put lots of effort into improving our ICT facilities and now we are ready to communicate with you through
the ICT system. We are ready to have web courses for Origami, Japanese culture, language teaching, cooking etc with you. Please
contact us and explore every possibility to engage with us until face-to-face engagement is possible once again.

As 2020 draws to a close, our hope now is that, with the news of vaccines to be rolled out, life will be able to return to some sort of
normal in 2021.

| would like to thank you for your continued support, and wish you a Merry Christmas and best wishes for the New Year from all at

Rikkyo School.
PR A .

Headmast

December 2020
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Every year our students spread
Christmas cheer throughout the
community, in particular Elmbridge
Care Home, with the time honoured
tradition of Christmas carolling.
Unfortunately this year the ongoing ,
pandemic has made it impossible to ngels Sing
;:lontinue the tradition aslusuil, Joy to the Lord is come

owever; not wanting to let the -
community down in i('ghis time of Angels We Have Heard on High
need, our students have created a
video so that they may continue the
tradition according to the current
social distancing protocols. We hope
that the sound of these festive
carols add a touch of joyfulness to
your holiday season. Happy
Christmas!

Christmas Carolling by Rikkyo students
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My teacher has taught me many environmental issues in school, but this term’ s
class on environmental problems was one of the classes in which I have learned the
most about it.

During the holidays, I made a poster focusing on Transition Town and Zero Garbage
Day. I was impressed by the transition town activity as I didn’ t know about it before
being taught in this term. When I heard about the environmental problems, I imagined
reducing garbage and carbon dioxide; however, [ found out that in Transition Town,
in order to stop depending on oil, preventing the progress of environmental
destruction and shifting to a sustainable society, citizens voluntarily think about
local life and act with consciousness every day.

Also, after coming to school, I was able to listen to everyone’ s presentations. This
led to a deeper understanding of various environmental problems. In my friend” s
presentation, | was surprised that vegans are also involved in cosmetics. She
presented LUSH as an example. This was a shop [ had visited, so when I learned
that the shop was working on solving environmental problems, it made me more
determined to pay attention to more things when shopping and the next time I go to
LUSH.

We constantly produce garbage, so I think it’ s important to keep in mind when
throwing away trash and buying new things. Therefore, I would like to work not only
on 3Rs but also on 6Rs, which aims to reduce plastic waste. [ think it is especially
important to reduce plastic waste to protect the future of the sea. For example,
avoid getting plastic bags when shopping, or use your own bottles instead of plastic
bottles. Now that coronavirus is prevalent, I think that using a reusable bag or water
bottle will prevent infection because there is less contact.

In conclusion, I would like to act to protect the environment, even if it is trivial, in
order to make the world a comfortable place to live in the future.
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