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Graduate Speech

Middle School 3 Ayato Yamazaki

Good morning. I am honored to stand here and to be given an
opportunity to speak on behalf of my class.

I would like to talk about my memory with my friends at Rikkyo.
First of all, it seemed to me that the graduation ceremony was
always the same but now I am standing here it feels different.
Every graduation ceremony I attended, I always respected the
graduates. They were good at playing sports, very good at
music, smart and so on. None of them were the same. They
always had their own strong personalities. Of course, the same
is true of my class.

My classmates also have strong characters. Some of us are
funny clowns, some are great musicians, and some are good
artists.

Looking back at the years we spent together, my class was
unique but special and we are all good friends. And as of now, I
can say that time flies when you are having fun.

We especially had fun on all our outings.

I feel lucky to make true friends here who will be my friends
for my whole life. My friends are smart and have warm hearts.
I am actually unhappy to be away from them though I know I
will keep in touch with them.

You might think that it is sad to graduate from Rikkyo but
it is the beginning of a new phase of life. So, I am proud of
graduating from this school. I look forward to seeing you again
and catching up. I am happy if you sometimes get in contact.
In my school life here, I was helped and supported by many
people, so I want to say thank you to all of them.

Preparing for end of term exams, I went to the teachers with
questions and they answered in earnest and that, together with
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my endeavor, helped me graduate from here at the top of
my class.

The kind people around me: the teachers, my parents and
my friends helped to give me knowledge and made me the
person I am today.

Well, there are many new things to learn and discover and
we have accumulated knowledge and experiences here,
that have made us ready for flying into the new world. I'm
looking forward to meeting new people and making new
friends.

I need to thank everyone (teachers, parents, and my nice

friends) as they are important for my life and for happiness.

Thank you all very much.
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High School 3 Kazuki Kamada
Good morning, ladies and gentlemen. I would like to say thank
you for giving me this opportunity to stand in front of my fellow
students, teachers, and parents to make this speech today.
Moreover, I am giving a speech in English. Reflecting on the past
three years at Rikkyo, I think they were the most fulfilling and
special years I have ever had. That's why I feel very emotional
every time I think of my time here coming to an end. If I have a
chance to revisit here after this graduation ceremony, I will not
be wearing this school uniform with traditional red tie and golden
badge on my chest. So it may be the last day I wear this uniform.
From this view point, it has dawned on me that I am leaving.

I still remember clearly the first reading marathon article that I read
in this school. Probably, a large number of students in this school
from primary school to high school have worked on this before and
it is one of Rikkyo’s famous English training methods. If my memory
serves me correctly, the article on the 10th, April the day I entered
this school was “Why are One Direction taking a break?” “Break. Did
they destroy something?” I thought they had. Surprisingly, I did not
understand the word “Break” which means a period time in order to
rest so I threw it in a bin! I'm so sorry Mr.Kobayashi. However, three
years at Rikkyo has helped me to change and improve my English
skills greatly. At Rikkyo, I had various opportunities to improve my
English. Among them, the experience in a regional school exchange
commission inspired me very much to deepen my interest in English
and to study English more keenly. In the three years, I have been
in Rikkyo, there has been a Japanese Evening every May. At this
event the student introduced Japanese culture to neighboring local
people. I have liked English study since I was junior high school
student. So, I decided to join the regional exchange commission
when I was in H1. The task for us was forming a team with three
people, preparing material about Japanese food using Power Point
and making a presentation. We chose sushi. “Let’s begin!” I shouted
in my mind and I was eager to do it.

But, actually I had never used the Power Point before and the
computer was set up in complicated English. In addition, my
English ability was too poor to make long structured sentences. In
other words, I was really a useless guy. But my friend who is good
at English as well as crazy for football, talked to me and astonished
me. “Hey! You look annoyed? Do you need help?”

I could not believe that he spoke English well because he was two
years younger than me, only 14. But, no sooner had he said this
than he started typing English fluently and editing the Power Point.

We practiced the presentation thoroughly and he told me about
pronunciation, timing and speed. Each time something was unclear,
I asked him again and again. As a result, the performance was a
great success. This guy is the first person who reminded me of the
necessity and importance of English at this school. His existence
was motivating energy for me keep studying English, and now I
have achieved great results in Eiken, the Cambridge English test
and IELTS. If it were not for his help, I would not have achieved
this. Thank you very much Taisuke.

Even such a small event is enough to change your attitude towards
English. I think you may have experienced something similar in
your lives or you may experience something in the future. I found
the following things helped me with my study of English: A friend
who is good at English, going on a home stay and taking part in
exchange programs: Listening intently to the English words and
phrases in your favorite music. If you do these things, firstly your
interest in English may get stronger, secondly you will like English,
finally you will want to try English activities. Moreover, chances will
present themselves if you keep trying hard. So, don’t waste the
chance you are given and just do it. If you have a question, ask
someone. You have nothing to lose by asking.

Do what you love and success will follow. Please keep this phrase in
your mind when you study English and try something new.

Apart from English skills, I have changed a lot. It's not just in my
appearance, but I, myself, have changed. However, as you know,
life at Rikkyo is sometimes tough for us. We are not allowed to use
internet or go outside freely, there are no meanings for instagram
and tapioca drinks. Our life is limited and, at times it can make
us stressed. So sometimes we want to escape from here as we
become irritated. But, even though I was so annoyed, I still wanted
to escape from here but my friends always saved me. Just a very
short conversation was enough for me. Our school life is filled
with an enormous number of memories which are both trivial
and precious, happening in classes, in the dormitory, on Outings
and Open days, sometimes after lights out. We are especially
united, stronger and more grown up after the Open day. I believe
it is special for all Rikkyo students. I will never forget such as
memorable days.

Most of the students who are still part of this school consider that
it is ordinary to live together two thirds of the year with teachers
and friends from dawn until dusk. You will find out later that it is
incredibly precious and you will not taste the same life again. Now I
will give you advice.

“Treasure every single day here.” It doesn’t make sense to you
at the moment but when you leave school you will definitely
understand. That’s enough.

Last of all, on behalf of H3 students, I would like to say big thank
you to all the teachers and staff members who looked after us for
three years, especially, Mr.Ichikawa and Dr.Okano. Thank you very
much. And also let me say thanks for my parents attending today
here. Thank you.

This speech now has also become one of my great and
unforgettable memories at Rikkyo. I appreciate everything in Rikkyo
and I'm very proud that I've been told the happiest guy in Rikkyo.
Thank you very much indeed and see you soon.
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