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Incidents of violence to children have occurred in many countries, including Japan and the
UK. In the UK there has for some time been special concern about the possible abuse of
children by adults. ‘Abuse’ is defined as physical, sexual and emotional abuse or neglect.
Some abused children have died, others have had their lives permanently damaged.

Public concern in the UK about these tragedies was reflected in 1989 by the enactment of
the Child Protection Act (CPA). This Act is the principal legislation for the care and protection
of children. Regulations made under the CPA require all schools, including independent
schools like Rikkyo, to have written policies on many aspects of Child Protection. All schools
must also train staff to be aware of the signs of abuse and to know what actions to take
should they suspect a child in their care has been abused.

Guidance has been given to schools in the UK by the Department for Children, Schools and
Families on their development of child protection policies for some years. Rikkyo School has
accordingly developed appropriate policies to protect all its students.

From April 2004 UK legislation required schools to publicise to its students, parents and staff
a full statement on its policies in this area. This is attached, and is the result of a recent
comprehensive review of the School’s Child Protection policies, staff training needs and
communication requirements. A copy will be given to your son/daughter at the beginning of
the term.
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RIKKYO SCHOOL IN ENGLAND
DIGEST OF SCHOOL POLICIES ON CHILD PROTECTION

This Digest is a brief summary of the School's policies on Child Protection. Copies of the full
policies are available through the Headmaster.

1. INTRODUCTION

For some years the United Kingdom has had legislation aimed at protecting young persons
under the age of 18. Recently, a new Government Agency has been established to monitor the
performance of schools, and particularly boarding schools, against 20 agreed standards.
These standards are all concerned with the welfare of young persons. Rikkyo School has
recently recorded a number of policies to comply with these standards and the following
sections summarise the main points.

2.1 BOARDING PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE

Facilities - Rikkyo School provides all the normal boarding school facilities for work, exercise,
relaxation and sleep, including a running track and a kendo room. Additional sporting
activities are available outside the School by arrangement

Principles - Rikkyo School aims to develop its students to their natural limits in a healthy
and open community, with equal opportunity and in a friendly atmosphere in accordance
with Christian principles.

Code of Practice - Rikkyo School has a Code of Practice designed to ensure that the rights of
students and staff are respected and that the continuing healthy and development of the
students, both physically and mentally, is promoted.

2.2 CHILD PROTECTION

Rikkyo School acknowledges that all students must be protected from abuse of all kinds, both
physical and mental, Accordingly, all staff are made aware of their responsibilities, by
training and otherwise, and all students are encouraged to report any incident of abuse
coming to their notice to a staff member.

The Headmaster chairs a Committee whose main purpose is to approve policies to enhance
the protection of the students and ensure staff and students are aware of their
responsibilities.

The Headmaster has appointed Deputy Headmaster Mr. Shinichi Ogawa as a child
protection officer. The child protection officer has attended a child protection training course
and is responsible for raising awareness of child protection issues amongst the staff.

(FOR STAFF ONLY - There are detailed guidance notes for staff on abuse, recognition of
child abuse, child protection procedures and prevention of bulling. Copies are available from
the Headmaster. All staff should make themselves familiar with the contents of these notes
together with a booklet entitled 'West Sussex Child Protection Procedure' (available in the
Surgery).)

CHARITY REGISTRATION NO: 306987



2.3 THE INDEPENDENT LISTENER

Rikkyo School has appointed a UK resident Japanese national as the School's Independent
Listener. Her name, address and telephone number are:

Mrs. Hideko Martin, 54 North Road, Selsey, Chichester, West Sussex, PO20 0BW
01243-604424, 0777-8963173 (Mobile)

Mrs. Martin’s role is to be available at all times to speak to any student who has a problem
but feels unable to discuss it with a member of the School staff. Mrs. Martin has direct access
to the Headmaster.

2.4 BULLYING

The School's policy on bullying is that bullying of any kind in the School will not be tolerated.
This covers both physical bullying and intimidation of all kinds. Any incidents of bullying
should be reported immediately.

2.5 STUDENT COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE

All students at some time are dissatisfied with some aspect of School life. Most are passing
problems. Some, however, are (-or appear to the student affected to be-) deep-seated. The
problem may not be at the School, but related to the student's family or some other outside
person. A student with any problem should discuss it with the Class Teacher/Assistant Class
Teacher, parents, the Headmaster, the Matron, the School Chaplain, any Teacher or the
Independent Listener.

If; for any reason, an initial approach to one of these members of staff does not resolve the
problem to the student's satisfaction, the student should complain in writing to the Class
Teacher. There then follows a written procedure, a copy of which is available through the
Class Teacher, designed to ensure that the complaint is seen and dealt with by the
Headmaster.

2.6 HEALTH & SAFETY

Rikkyo School's Health & Safety policy is that it will seek to provide safe, healthy and
hygienic premises and working practices for its students, staff and visitors, against the
background that such persons are expected to observe any notices and oral instructions
which may be made at any time relating to dangerous structures or activities.

2.7 HEALTH CARE

The aim of the School's Health Care policy is to ensure the continuing well-being of the
students. This is achieved by identifying, on entry, each student's needs, arranging
appropriate treatment and educating all students on healthy eating and the dangers of
consuming alcohol and drugs.

3. CONCLUSION
The above is a summary of the School's policies. Full copies can be obtained from the
Headmaster (staff) or through your Class Teacher (students).
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