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UCL Grand Challege
Japan ProieCt H3-1 Risa Suzuki

This summer I had the great honour to participate in the UCL Grand Challenge Japan Project. It was organized by
UCL in order to celebrate the arrival of the Choshi 5 and Satsuma students at UCL which symbolises the beginning
of the friendship of England and Japan around 150 years ago. Many people in Japan would have probably glanced at
me wondering why I participated in this project since it is my last summer before my university exam and I should
better concentrate on my studies but I do not think that way. This is because this project was exactly what I have
longed for. An opportunity to think and discuss about culture, the world and its future with its issues it is facing.

“One world, one summer, one dream”

The greatest memory I have from this project is the day where UCL has prepared two discussions for the English
and Japanese students.

One was all about comparing English and Japanese culture from many aspects. I was part of the group which
discussed about stereotypes and I personally enjoyed this the most because the group was small and everyone was
nice and open for jokes. It was not only the fact that I could make myself understood in English that made me happy
but also the fact that I could enjoy my conversation which I held with the English students having a lot to laugh
about. In my humble opinion this is something which is not easily be done as normally talking a non-native language
is quite challenging and you do not have enough power to think about enjoying it. But this time it was different.
Everyone was understanding about the difficulty of speaking another language and helped each other sharing jokes
about stereotypes and ideas. The most satisfying point for me personally was that all of the members of my group
agreed on adopting my idea of how to present the results of our discussion which made our presentation look like a
little debate involving the audience.

The other one was called "future pioneers" and was all about the world and its future in relation to what we students
think about it, how we are going to approach issues which exist in the society. I liked this discussion as its topic was
kind of related to my dream profession. My dream is to do humanitarian work helping developing countries and I
was able to express my opinion to other people and see their reaction as well as hear their opinions. As we were
discussing topics like agriculture, discrimination, trade it made me think of developing countries and I feel like I
have learned some new facts.

Through this project I felt like getting closer to my dream and it made me keener on fulfilling it. Therefore I am very
grateful to have been able to attend it and I am glad to have met such nice people and I hope that I can form with
them a new world.




UCL Grand Challenge Japan Project
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Flower show 1s
a riot of colour

THE 70th Ellens Green and exhibited some of the year's pleased that the girls from
Rudgwick Gardening work in media such as acrylic  Riklkyo School submitted flo-
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Association Autumn Show
proved to be a ‘very
suiccessful' gathering of local
horticultural and  artistic
talent.

Held in the Ellens Green
Village Hall on Saturday
September 12, summer still
lingered in the hall, where
visitors viewed a riot of col-
ourful dahlias, roses, shrubs,
fruit and vegetables.

The local art group

and watercolour.

Home fare exhibits includ-
ed Woolton Pie based on a
wartime recipe to mark the
association’s anniversary,

Association chairman
Michael Clarke said: “No me-
teorological year is ever per-
fect for gardeners but 2015
provided a first class selec-
tion of prize-winning flowers
and vegetables.

“We. were particularly

ral arrangements. Their ex-
hibits were stunning,’

The prizes were presented
by Dx David McKenzie from
the Rudgwick Medical
Centre.

Kate Robertson, honorary
secretary, said: “Jan Clemens
won most of the silverware.
His dahlias would have held
their own at Chelsea and his
elephant garlic lived up to its
name.”
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