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I'd like to finish by saying that I
will be so sad to depart from my
friends and younger students who I
spent more time with than my
family as we all go our separate
ways. And also sad that we will
never again gather at this school.

I still can't believe that today is the
last day that I will be here. But
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Hello. Now, I will talk about my life
and friendships in Rikkyo. Please
ignore my grammar and speaking
mistakes.

Well, I came to Rikkyo when I was
middle school 2nd grade, about 2
years ago.

Now, before I talk about my life in
Rikkyo, TI'll talk what I thought
about Rikkyo, before I came here.
Before I came to Rikkyo, I heard
that student had to pray every
morning, they couldnt go out
whenever they wanted, and they had
many table manners, and so on. So,
to tell the truth, I wasn’t looking
forward to coming here. And when I
came here, as I expected, I got
confused about the rules. The thing
that I got most confused about was
the atmosphere. I couldn’t join in to
their atmosphere, and I had a hard
time to join in with them. But in the
meantime, there was an eruption in
Iceland, and many students couldn’t
come to entrance ceremony, so I had
a time to speak with them one by
one, so I can join in with them. And
now, I have many friends in many
grades. I'm really glad of it.

Now, let me talk about my 15
classmates. There are 8 boys and 8
girls including me.

4 VITILEY

TZAEEIZT

occasionally it is necessary to say
farewell. I also want to say thanks to
the teachers, my friends and my
family.

I said in the first part of my speech,
we couldn't do what dJapanese
teenagers normally did. But we
could do what Japanese teenager
never experience and learn the

They are cheerful, and sometimes
clever. We are always fooling around,
but they are good students,
whenever they should be, I suppose.
There is a girl who is always talking
about animations. She always sings
in the classroom. Listening to her,
and enjoying it, is the girl who can
speak brilliant English, better than
me. Third, there is a boy who is very
shy, so he can’t speak with the girls
for a long time. He’s very good at
football too. There are 2 more
classmates who are good at football.
One boy, who came this term, is very
polite. The other boy always makes
us laugh. There are 3 classmates
that are so funny, and always in the
centre of us. They are 2 girls and 1
boy, and they are very good friends
to each other. By the way, in our
classroom, there is a giant, and a
barbarian. The giant, is over 185cm,
and very good at computer. I think
he could be an engineer. And the
barbarian is the nickname for the
girl who 1is very energetic, but
unfortunately, she has a disease on
her leg. I hope she will be fine soon.
We have a painter in our classroom,
too. He’s very good at painting, and
he 1is always thinking about

enjoyable things. I respect him very
much. Also, there is a girl that I
really respect.
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important thing that I can acquire
only in this school. I'm sure that I've
become stronger mentally and
physically through the experiences
in this school. I will never regret
coming to this school. I wish
everybody here success in their

future. Thank you very much.

i

She’s so intelligent, and good at
playing sports. I have never seen
such a clever girl. On top of that,
there is a girl who is absent-minded
all the time. But she’s very friendly,
and gave us lots of advice. I can
never thank her enough. There is a
girl who is always sleeping in the
classroom. She is very boyish, and
it’s very fun to talk with her. At last,
there is one more boy, who isn’t here
for now. He’s compared to a sun. He
always shines on us, and makes us
happy.

Well, I did many things with them.

I got happy sometimes, and got mad
sometimes. There are good
memories, and bad memories. And
when I think about those memories,
I reach to a word which is [thank
youl. I had many memories because
of my classmates. I couldn’t have
many happy memories without them.
I want to say a huge thank you.
I want to say thank you to my older
students, younger students, and also
to the teachers. I gave many troubles
to them, especially to Mr. Koda. He’s
my homeroom teacher for 2 years
and taught me many things. Really
thank you.

So, I'm really proud to meet these
wonderful people, and I'm really
proud to graduate from this school.
I'll never forget these 2 years,
because these 2 years were so special
to me. And finally, thank you to all of
you for listening to my long speech.
Thank you.
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Good morning everyone.

I'm so glad to be with you today and
to be standing here. It was four
years ago when I entered this school.
I remember feeling so glad of the
opportunity to come to England and
experience a new environment
which is completely different from
Japan. As you know, the school
premises are so vast and surrounded
by open fields, cows, horses, wildlife
ete. This school is filled with things
that I never experienced in Japan,
especially in Tokyo.

I clearly remember the day before
coming to England. My eyes refused
to close and my heart was full of
expectation like a child who is
waiting for their birthday presents.
But expectation and reality are not
always the same. This school was no
exception.

Our time was organized strictly
and we were given a considerable
amount of time to study which made
me feel frustrated. We were not
allowed to bring snacks from Japan.
We were not allowed to go into other
people's rooms. And we were not
allowed to even have girlfriends.

In Japan, teenagers like me spend
time just having fun or just talking
with their friends. We couldn't do
what the Japanese teenagers
normally did. Actually I regretted
coming here at first because it was
too hard for me to adapt to life here.
However, I had no choice but to
follow the rules like "when in Rome
do as the Romans do". But as I got
used to the life at RIKKYO, I found
that there were many positive things
aside from the disadvantages.

My year particularly loved events
like OPEN DAY or SPORTS DAY.
Every time these events approached,
we used to prepare extensively and
were very excited. It was rather
strange because we loved these
events so much. Actually I don't
remember studying any subjects
before entering grade 3 even though
there are clear memories about
events in my mind. In the run up to
OPEN DAY, there were no classes
and no self studying. I think this

time was the time when we had the
most freedom. But this freedom
didn't mean that we could do
whatever we wanted. In this limited
period we concentrated on coming up
with innovative ideas and
developing our creativity. Sometimes
big arguments occurred between
students because of each students'
very strong opinion. However
eventually we forgot all about that
and focused on our WORK. Thanks
to these experiences we made
BRILLIANT things with no regrets.

The OPEN DAY which we worked on
together and spent so much energy
on will remain in my mind forever.

Another time which I remember well

is SPORTS DAY. 1 especially
remember this day because it was
the last big event I ever attended at
RIKKYO before going through the
hell of study. The memory of sports
day is so profound that it can be
somewhat emotional to revisit it. We
had been practicing a lot and had
spent a lot of time on it.

But sports day itself came
astonishingly quickly. It was like a
dream. Everyone looked as though
they felt satisfied and fulfilled after
the day. I know the English
expression which says "it’s not about
the winning, it's about the taking
part". But I disagree with that
because I believe in that most of the
satisfaction gained from sports is in
the desire to compete and win. Two
things equally important for life in
general. So I really want the
younger students to participate fully

in sports days and make great
memories.

To tell the truth, I have been very
nervous ever since my teacher told
me that I was going to make a
speech at this graduation. I'm
talking in English now, it's so
strange for me and for you. When I
came to this school, my English was
really bad. I've never been to
international school or local school
in England. I couldn't speak English
at all. Actually I even found it
difficult to ask the way to the station
in English. I'm not joking. If T look
back, 1it's hard to believe I'm
standing here and making this
speech. But the one thing that really
helped me was that I liked speaking
English. It's so cool, isn't it? But it
doesn't matter why you like it as
long as you do. Motivation is
somehow connected to the
improvement of English. People
often mistakenly believe that they
will be able to speak English by just
staying in an English environment
for a year. To my mind though, as
long as you are reluctant to learn
English, you will never become a
good speaker. This is a conclusion
which I arrived at through
experiences in RIKKYO school. I
really appreciate this school giving
me opportunity to keep in touch with
English and teachers who taught me
English. I'm really glad to speak in
English in front of you and EC
teachers.

Finally, I will never say that
everything in this school was
positive and enjoyable. There were
many things I couldn't manage alone
and struggled to get over. But every
time I confronted some difficulties,
my beloved friends helped me and
cheered me up. The time I spent in
this school is unforgettable and
unfortunately will never be repeated.
Irrespective of our year's reputation,
I'm nevertheless proud of my year
and proud of my friends. If I hadn't
come to RIKKYO school, I would
have never met them. It made me
think that it was a good decision to
come here.
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Mrs. Wood

I initially came to Rikkyo as a
part-time English teacher 18 years
ago, and was delighted to be offered
the position as Headmaster’s
Secretary the following year. I have
always enjoyed coming to the School
in its beautiful setting and
experiencing all the seasons here, :

particularly the Spring, when the cherry blossom is so I would like to thank the staff and students for

spectacular. making my 12 years at the Rikkyo School very

Everyone I have worked for has always been appreciative of happy ones. I have always been amazed at the
my efforts and, although sometimes demanding, I have students’ determination to achieve the very highest
always found my job very interesting. I love the calm of academic standard — and in a foreign language!!!
atmosphere here, with occasional bursts of exuberance from have to admit they have been very supportive in my
the students — always a delight to hear. lack of ability in learning more than a few words in
I am looking forward to spending more time with my Japanese. What I will miss most is their sense of
grandchildren, although I will miss the School, so I plan to humour and eagerness in answering questions. My

return for concerts and Open Days. time with them has enabled me to have an insight
My one regret is that I didn’t make an effort to learn into the Japanese way of life and unique culture. It g=
Japanese, beyond the essential phrase, when answering the is a culture that produces an inner calm

telephone to a Japanese speaker, “Sho sho omachi ku dasai!” tranquillity. I leave with the fondest of memories.
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